Headteacher’s Letter
Tuesday March 17th 2015

Dear Parent
I have been asked to distribute the attached letter from Mr J Clarke (Deputy Director
of Children’s Services, Hampshire County Council) to all parents.
The letter explains changes to Hampshire’s Code of Conduct with regard to
school attendance from September 2015. In summary, due to changes in the
school attendance law, the code sets out the action schools must take for any child
with 10 or more sessions (each session is a half day, therefore 5 days in total) of
unauthorised absence from September 2015. Schools will be required to work with
the Hampshire County Council to take legal action if a pupil’s absence or lateness is
considered unauthorised for 10 or more sessions.
You will appreciate that the new code from September also limits further the
discretion we have as a school with regard to authorising a child’s absence. If your
child is unwell or absent for medical or dental appointments (that cannot be
scheduled outside school hours) the absence would still be authorised if we receive
notification of this from yourselves. We would, however, contact you if his/her
attendance levels were causing concern.
We have always endeavoured to work in partnership with parents to promote the
importance of pupils attending school each day and working with you to address any
concerns that may arise at an early stage. Our Attendance Policy also covers that
parents should only apply for Leave of Absence for their children during term time if it
clearly meets the criteria of ‘exceptional circumstances’. We will amend our policy
and Leave of Absence forms to meet the new code from September.
We hope that we can continue to work closely with you to ensure your child’s
attendance at school with legal action only ever needing to be considered as a last
resort in line with the new code. We know that for many pupils such an issue will
never arise and thank you for your support.
Should you have any further queries regarding the changes set out in the attached
letter I am happy to forward these onto Hampshire on your behalf or you may wish to
contact directly. Contact details are given at the top of the attached letter for your
information.
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Finally, whilst writing I would like to take this opportunity to remind you of the
wonderful fundraising event being held at our school on Saturday March 28th for the
Alex Lewis Trust. The Romsey Male Voice Choir are here in concert with pupils from
our own school taking part. I understand some tickets are still available and do hope
you can join us. Further information is given below.
Yours sincerely

L Hiscock (Miss)
Headteacher
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